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‘15 ... going on 16’

Pursuit has completed fifteen years of continuous publica-
tion and now faces a future bright in prospect, certain in op-
portunity and firmly demanding our best. We are proud to
acknowledge and express thanks for some special friends
without -whose help we could not have come this far.

You, the SITU member, top the list. Speech is useless until
it is heard; writing is meaningless until it is read. Only after one
or the other occurs can reasoning begin—and with it our work,
our worry and our reward in the knowledge that together we
are finding significant pieces of truth to fit into the puzzle of
the universe and its life.

Charles Fort, himself a curiosity for possessing the most
curious mind of our times, deserves unending thanks for open-
ing the wide, wild world of strange phenomena to public
notice. Previous pages have enlightened various facets of his
life, and this issue highlights three major aspects of Fort’s work
in timely sequence:

—from the past comes the massive evndence he compiled to
show that unexplained phenomena have been a perceptible part
of universal life at least since international communication
made extensive data-gathering possible. For another segment
of “Fort’s Notes’’ from the early 1800s, see pages 46-48.

—at present the influence of Fort’s perceptiveness con-
tinues to be felt around the world, as we learn from the letter
and newsclip from Calcutta, on page 42.

—for the future, the usefulness of Fort’s data in modern
research such as Dr. M. A. Persinger has been doing for several
years is described in the Special Report to SITU beginning on
page 21.

We are grateful for the remembrance of Ivan T. Sanderson
who founded SITU and guided the Society through adoles-
cence to adulthood with spirit and enthusiasm scarcely
diminished by the, terrible disease that wasted him. We ap-
preciate the legacy of his scholarship, some of which is only
now providing the historical background necessary to improv-
ed research of such recurring phenomena as Sasquatch and the
yeti (names less abhorrent to Sanderson than Bigfoot and
Abominable Snowman). A fine example is his ‘‘Traditions of
Submen in Arctic and Subarctic North America,’”’ a paper
which he edited following its first appearance and which is
republished beginning on page S.

Also in mind are many others who have contributed much
to Pursuit’s progress, but our thanks cannot be adequately ex-
pressed in the space available; postponed they must be, but not
forgotten.

Trying to compress so much of the vast spectrum of
phenomena into fewer than fifty pages only four times a year is
like getting into a tight pair of shoes. We hope you will take lit-
tle note of our discomfort, but if it bothers you, please tell us.

We want you to enjoy your Pursuit of 1983. :
—The editors
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No part of this periodical may be reproduced without the written consent of the Society. Robert C. Warth, Publisher; Frederick S. Wilson, Production
Editor; Martin Wiegler, Consulting Editor; Charles Berlitz, Research Editor and Oceanographic Consultant.
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Beneath Sahara’s Sands

by Jon Douglas Singer, M.A.
© 1983 by Jon D. Singer

ECENT research into the mysteries of the past led me :

back to a strange discovery made by the Russian
mystic George Ivanovitch Gurdjieff. My fascination with
the origins of occult theories was stirred when I learned
that Gurdjieff had taken a more than passing interest in
the Fortean aspects of archeological investigation and
discovery. It seems odd that Charles Fort did not mention
Gurdjieff, who died in 1949.

Early in his career, Gurdjieff claimed he had found a
rare, probably unique map of what he called ‘‘pre-sand
Egypt.”’ The map must have depicted an extremely ancient
region of pre-dynastic times, else why the reference to
‘‘pre-sand’’? It was, perhaps, the last relic of a civilization
that was already dust when Narmer and his heir Aha, the
first important pharaohs of the First Dynasty, took the
throne of the Two Lands of the Nile around 3100 B.C.

Gurdjieff’s father no doubt inspired his son’s interest
in old legends of the desert. The mystic’s sire was a profes-
sional bard who entertained audiences all across Turkey
with songs which set to music the traditional epic poetry of
the tribal peoples. Later on, the younger Gurdjieff came
under the tutelage of an elderly Russian aristocrat, Prince
Yuri Lubovedsky. The prince studied occult perceptions
and ancient myths which he collected from around the
world, apparently with the same enthusiasm that Fort ap-
plied to his massive note-taking of anomalous events of the
early 1800s. Unlike Fort, however, Lubovedsky is almost
unknown today, and none of his research_is available in
translation.

He was especially interested in ancient legends of the
Deluge and the pre-Flood world. His search for the
ultimate meaning of life at length took him to the remote
Sarmoung monastery in central Asia, headquarters of a
Buddhist brotherhood. Gurdjieff also visited Sarmoung
but returned to the West to teach the ‘‘new philosophy’’ he
compiled from a mixture of western and eastern
mysticism. He taught and his students practiced a variety
of mental and physical, yoga-like and ‘‘Whirling Dervish’’
exercises, all intended to awaken dormant parts of the
mind to a high level of awareness.

In the course of his peripatetic journeys, Gurdjieff en-
countered an Armenian monk who showed him a strange
map of ‘‘pre-sand’’ Egypt. The fate of this map is
unknown, but Gurdjieff’s story was recalled by an unex-
pected disclosure only weeks ago.

In November 1982 The New York Times and Science
and Time magazines published accounts of fortuitous
discoveries made by NASA’s space shuttle Columbia dur-
ing the year-earlier mission which a faulty fuel cell had
somewhat abbreviated. Pictures taken from orbit were
studied by various scientific teams for more than a year.
These were not photographs made by conventional
cameras; they were radar images recorded by a relatively
new technology. Among the targets‘of the radar beams was
a 50-kilometer-wide area of the Sahara desert including the
northwest corner of Sudan and the southern portion of the
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Nile valley in Egypt. What they reflected was processed by
high-tech, image-enhancing methods utilizing computers.

The images revealed unmistakable traces of buried an-
cient rivers which flowed across a green Sahara during a
fertile time when the Ice Age irrigated the whole Earth.
How long the ‘‘green age’’ lasted has been variously
estimated from a scarcely comprehensible 200,000 years
ago to a comparatively recent 10,000 years ago. Whenever
it came, the end of the Ice Age caused a drying-up of the
region as rain patterns shifted northward. Worsening
climate enhanced the gradual dessication of North Africa.
The great sands appeared, sweeping northward, eastward
and westward.

Excepted for a time were large areas now covered by
sand; these were still green as recently as 4000 years ago,
according to artifactual evidence collected over hundreds
of years before the space shuttle made its serendipitous
find. Relics and ‘campsites dating back to the time of the
ape-man Homo erectus, who lived 200,000 years ago, have
been excavated in the region. Neolithic remains and

Satellite cameras pictured only windblown sands in a 50-km.-wide
strip of Sahara desert (above). But Columbia’s radar image
detected subsurface beds of ancient rivers (below) in the same
area — “topography that could only have been buried” since “there
was no trace of it on the surface,” as U.S.G.S. research geologist
Carol Breed explained. Added John McCauley (also U.S.G.S.) who
headed the group of picture analysts: “We were able to look
through and use radar as a time machine.”

petroglyphs from about 7000 years ago were unearthed in
bordering areas such as Burg el Tutur in northern Sudan.
One petroglyph depicted a type of longhorned bovine upon
which the ancient Egyptian and modern Nilotic economic
systems baoth depended. Rock carvings from the western
Sahara identify horse-drawn chariots as imports by Indo-
European invaders. The space-project radar found the best
evidence of all: dozens of ancient river beds which moved
water west and south of the Nile and may have converged
in a huge drainage area as large as the Caspian Sea.

There is an Arabic legend about the City of Brass,
located beneath the Sahara safids. Other old tales insist
that the Nile once flowed west, to converge with the Niger
or empty into the Atlantic! Another story describes an in-
land sea in the Sahara. Geologists seem certain that Lake
Chad was much larger during the last Ice Age than it now
is. Archeologists have recently unearthed ruins of a pre-
dynastic Egyptian-like, civilization—a full-fledged
kingdom—in northern Sudan called Ta-Seti, or ‘‘bow-
land”’ in translation, the name reflecting the fame of its
native archers. It is believed that much of the ancient
Egyptian population originated there, that later migrations
from the Near East and Libya modified the earlier culture
and seeded‘the dynastic Egyptian civilization.

Other evidence of geological changes which have af-
fected the Sahara region and the Nile Valley was published
in Science magazine in 1973. Aerial photographs of the
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Great Pyramids of Giza were examined in an attempt to
solve the mystery of their alignment. The three Great
Pyramids are not aligned with the present due-north direc-
tion but deviate four minutes west of north. The misalign-
ment was no mistake in planning or construction but was
caused by continental drift, say physicists G. Pawley and
N. Abrahamsen; even now the continents continue to pull
away from each other, so it is no wonder that after +4500
years, the bases of these structures are no longer true to
their builders’ projection.

More clues to the mystery of ‘‘pre-sand’’ Egypt are
presented in John West’s Serpent in the Sky. West builds
the case for a pre-dynastic Egyptian civilization with roots
in a much earlier culture and even suggests that it should be
identified with Atlantis. He mentions both Gurdjieff and a
lesser-known scholar and mystic, R. A. Schwaller de
Lubicz (born in 1891), who fought in World War I for the
Lithuanians against both the Germans and Russians. An
Alsatian philosopher turned soldier, he was rewarded for
his valor by the Lithuanian prince Luzace de Lubicz who
not only conferred knighthood but also permission to'add
the prince’s surname to his own.

Schwaller de Lubicz pursued an eclectic career as a
scholar in mathamnatics, botany and metallurgy; he also
took great interest in more exotic studies such as the arcane
technology of stained glass windows, alchemy and the
writings of European and Oriental occultists. He visited
Egypt in 1937, studied Egyptology for awhile, then
published his theory that Egyptian science was highly ad-
vanced in very ancient times, that the system called
Pythagorean mathematics was known in Egypt long before
the Greek philosopher Pythagoras thought of it. Schwaller
de Lubicz believed that Egyptian temples and other struc-
tures were planned according to a complex mathematical
alignment and that basic engineering science was well
understood by the time Egypt’s dynastic history began,
about 4500 B.C.* |

Both de Lubicz and West studied the Sphinx and both
concluded that such aged erosion could not have been
caused by wind-blown sand, as most Egyptologists have
claimed, but was rather the result of water action—
specifically, a combination of great floods from the Nile
and sea water. Tradition asserts that the Sphinx was built
about 1400 B.C. by the pharaoh Thutmose IV after a
dream in which the gods commanded him to construct the
monument. But West believes that the Sphinx was really
built at a much earlier time, perhaps 13,500 years ago when
drastic deluges backed up from the Nile Valley and may
have reached Giza.

West’s photographs of the base of the Sphinx show -

rocks which do appear to have been smoothed by water ac-
tion. He dates several floods in the Nile Valley from
15,000 B.C. to 10,000 B.C., the same time-frame in which
Plato placed the era of Atlantis. Both de Lubicz and Gurd-
jieff are cited in West’s book as agreeing that the Sphinx
was a pre-dynastic monument appropriated by Thutmose
IV who then left his name on it (many examples of this
practice abound throughout dynastic Egyptian history).
*Before Egypt was united (c. 3100 B.C.) there were two kingdoms:
Shemau (Upper Egypt) and To-Mehu (Lower Egypt), formed by the
union of smaller kingdoms and city-states. The predynastic cvilization I
refer to is of a much earlier time (c. 10,000 B.C.). Most scholars,
however, dismiss such references as mythological at best, and at worst, as
speculative or imaginary.
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Heawy line shows path
of space shuttle Colum-
bia on its flight in-
November 1981. In the
dry Sahara, radar
waves were able to
pierce to depths of five
meters, reflecting from
bedrock.

Thus there is a considerable body of circumstantial
evidence that a pre-dynastic, pre-Egyptian civilization
flourished in the Nile Valley at the end of the Ice Age.
Charles Hapgoodt attributed his Maps of the Ancient Sea
Kings to that remote era. Although the surviving maps he
described are products of Renaissance or Medieval times,
they were allegedly copied from earlier Roman, Greek and

.Egyptian maps deposited in the Library of Alexandria long

before it was destroyed with all of its priceless contents by
Arab vandals in the seventh century.

Was Gurdjieff’s map of pre-sand Egypt one of the
maps of the ‘‘sea kings’’? Someday we may know. New ar-
cheological discoveries are being made all the time, and a
follow-up mission of more-sophisticated radar imaging is
scheduled for a space shuttle flight in August 1984. ‘‘The
plan is to concentrate and get much more coverage of the
Sahara region,’’ says Charles Elachi who helped analyze
Columbia’s 1981 images at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory

' in Pasadena, California.

Wonder will remain, however, about the Armenian
monk from whom Gurdjieff obtained his map. Did it start
its journey in Egypt or elsewhere? Was the Armenian in
touch with Coptic Christians (both Armenian and Coptic

~ Christianity date from about the same time)? Why was the

map preserved? Finally, the most disturbing and perhaps
the most eerie and provocative question of all: How well
did Gurdjieff’s'map match modern maps of pre-sand
Egypt—maps which can only be made by exotic scanning
devices aboard a spaceship?

tCharles Hapgood died in Fitchburg, Mass., on Defember 21, 1982. See
obituary, page 45.
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Traditions of Submen in
Arctic and Subarctic
North America

by Ivan T. Sanderson

E possibility of the continued existence of some fully
haired or furred human primitives, submen, or even

possibly subhominids on the continent of North America *

has now for long been mooted. Most of these have
originated from north of a line that may be drawn from
about the 40th parallel (i.e., 80 miles north of San Fran-
cisco) on the west coast of the United States; north up the
eastern face of the Cascades; around the Guttered
Scablands of Oregon; to the Idaho Rockies in the region of
the Salmon River. Thence, this line of southern demarca-
tion crosses the Rockies to their eastern face in Montana,
and then runs (back) northwest to the lower Nahanni
Valley about the Laird River in the Canadian North West
Territories. From that point it travels southeast through
the northern third of Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba to the south of the great Clay Belt, rimming
James Bay of Hudson Bay, and thence continues almost
due east to Cape St. Charles at the eastern extremity of
Labrador. Immediately west of Lake Superior, however,
one report emanates from the true wilderness area of ex-
treme northern Minnesota.

These reports were previously for the most part concen-
trated around the lower Fraser River area of British Co-
lumbia, and north up the coast of that province. In this
area Burns and others have reported upon many dozen
cases of alleged sightings of such creatures and finds of
their foot-tracks. They are, in that area called Sasquatches,
a coined name derived from several similar-sounding
names_for them given by various indigenous Amerindian
tribes. The existence of such very large if not truly ‘‘giant’’
(seven feet or over) creatures thereabouts has always been
fully accepted by the Amerinds and of later years has
become quite widely current among white people. In the
unopened strip of forested territory along the coast and on
the multitudinous islands off that coast their existence is
fully accepted by everybody, and it is notable that when
the Amerinds of that area speak of them in English, they
call them ‘‘apes’’ though they still assert that they show
many human traits—notably, being able to throw stones,
over-arm, with great force and accuracy. It should be
noted that as Prof. Kortland has recently suggested, no
animal, other than man, is known to be able to perform
this act.

The matter of Sasquatches, however, has until recently
been considered so esoteric that anthropologists have not

A lengthier version of this article appeared in 1963 in
Genus, a publication of the Italian Society for Genetics
and Eugenics which is sponsored by the National Council
of Research in . Rome. A copy of Genus, with editorial
changes specified in the author’s handwriting, was found
among Ivan Sanderson’s papers after his death. The edited
version was followed in preparing the article for Pursuit.
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only failed to take it seriously but also have not found it
worthwhile reading the reports, all of which have nec-
essarily been by non-specialists without scientific training,
and have, unfortunately, been published in the daily press
or popular magazines. Nevertheless, the body of reports
from the British Columbia area that are now on
record—and including some official ones, and several
sworn affidavits—is quite considerable, and at least one
properly equipped scientific expedition was launched, in
1962, in pursuit of them.

There have, however, also been rumors and reports of
similar creatures made throughout the past century,
emanating from a very much wider area; in fact, from all
over the subarctic and arctic regions of North America,
north of the line demarcated above, and all the way from
Alaska to Labrador and north even to Greenland. During
the course of some twenty years’ research into the question
of what have unfortunately become popularly and almost
universally known as ‘‘abominable snowmen,’’ [and which
we have recently designated ‘‘ABSMs’’], a number of these
reports came to our attention, but always second-hand,
even as regards their alleged publication. It was therefore
decided some years ago to endeavor to track down the
original statements. This effort has now brought to light a
number of important items which are herewith discussed-
preliminarily, but none of these is yet in any way ex-
haustively researched, as will be noted in the body of the
text below. From each, a number of further references
have been obtained. At this stage of our investigations,
however, we have to put on record our surprise at the
wealth of this material, and even more so at the recent date
of the publication of a great part of it. That such
reports—and coming from persons of such standing as
Knud V. J. Rasmussen—could be universally ignored,
seems inexplicable.

As will be further discussed below, Gladwin, over a
decade ago, suggested in a scientific—though in some
aspects wholly unacceptable—context, that several waves
of extreme primitives (including some, in his opinion, of
pigmy stature); of submen (in the form of Neanderthalers);
and possibly even of subhominids, which we would today
probably assign to the Pithecanthropine branch of the an-
thropoid stem of the Primates, crossed the Bering Strait
and populated the Americas. If Gladwin was right in this
basic suggestion, almost everything that we have to say
hereunder displays perfect conformity.

Pre-Amerindian Man was in North America and prob-
ably South America..Nobody can any longer deny this
fact, for these proto-Amerinds have left us too many ar-
tifacts and encampment sites that, by radiocarbon and
other precise dating methods, have now been shown to be
of origins prior to the last, and possibly even to the one-
but-last, southward advance of the polar ice. There is no
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reason to suppose that all these types were wiped out prior
to post-glacial times, and there is no evidence that they
were so exterminated; while there is now considerable
evidence that some may have survived until today in the
vast and as yet unexplored territories of the far north.

The Eskimos of today maintain a large body of tradi-
tion about a race of very primitive people with revolting
habits who occupied their territories prior to their own ar-
rival. This tradition spreads all the way from Alaska to
Greenland and throughout the Canadian Arctic Islands.
These creatures are said to have been very tall, fully haired,
dim-witted and retiring; but to have fought savagely
among themselves, been carnivorous, and to have gone
naked, though they built circular encampments of very
large stones with whale-ribs and skin roofs. The Eskimos
say they had primitive stone and bone implements. They
are referred to today on Baffin Island and north to
Greenland as ‘‘Toonijuk’’ but are called by many different
though similar names to the west.

This tradition has been reported upon by many, in-
cluding Rasmussen and, most notably, by Katharine
Scherman in her Spring on an Arctic Island. Rasmussen
has even stated that some of these creatures existed in
Greenland within the current century but were driven up
into some ‘‘inaccessible valleys’’ by Eskimos. This, as
Scherman has pointed out, seems hardly credible since the
interior of that country immediately behind the narrow
coastal strip is an ice-cap. However, there are still large
areas of Greenland not fully explored despite massive air-
travel over much of its periphery. Also, the extreme north,
around the Cape Maurice Jesup area, is not glaciated and
is extremely hard of access over land, and even from the
sea, due to its fjordlike topography.

These Toonijuk are said by the Eskimos to have been
of giant size and to have had some exceptional and, to
them as well as to us, disgusting habits. They are said to
have preferred rotten meat and, it is alleged, their females
tucked meat under their clothing (?) to, promote decom-
position by their body-warmth. Further, since they did not
know how to cure skins, they are said to have wetted them
and then worn these raw to dry them; and then to have
used them for bedding. Perhaps the most peculiar custom
ascribed to the Toonijuk, as reported by Scherman, is that
young men were sewn up in fresh seal skins containing
‘“‘worms’’ (maggots?) which, by sucking their blood,
reduced their weight and so made them fleet, lightweight
hunters. These maggots are believed by the Eskimos to
have been fostered in the rotting carcasses of birds and one
such—an auk—was said by Rasmussen to have been
discovered in Greenland in his time and to have been
declared by the local Eskimos to have been left there by a
party of Toonijuk who, they said, had only just fled back
into those ‘‘inaccessible valleys’’ of the interior.

While regarded as being utterly primitive, the Toonijuk
are said to have lived in underground houses (though with-
out sleeping platforms) and to have. had pottery—or at
least ‘‘cooking pots’’—and some weapons. In Greenland,
the Eskimos say that they went naked but that their bodies
were covered with feather-like fur; in more westerly areas,
they are said to have used skin clothing. Everybody agrees
that they were very good hunters; could cal// game by voice
or gesture; and were so strong that they could back an
adult Bearded Seal. In addition to these details, Scherman
records—from information obtained from the Eskimos of
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north Baffinland, as transcribed by P. J. Murdoch, an
agent of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who speaks fluent
Eskimo—that the Toonijuk were not dangerous to the
Eskimo but, to the contrary, were very timid and coward-
ly, and were particularly afraid of dogs which they ap-
parently did not understand. All agree that they fought a
great deal among themselves, but some Eskimos assert that
their own ancestors hunted down the Toonijuk individual-
ly and so eventually exterminated them. Yet, Greenlanders
insist that even today some linger on in their country but
that they are excessively wary—in fact, much more so than
animals.

Scherman further notes that: ‘‘Until 1902 an extremely
primitive tribe of Thule people lived on Southampton
Island, and some of their customs were those (alleged to
be) of the Toonijuk.’’ [The Thule, along with groups nam-
ed the Dorset Islanders and the Sarquaq, constitute known
previous inhabitants of the Canadian Islands and the far
north.] Scherman (1955) herself visited what was then:
stated by the Eskimos of Baffinland to be a Toonijuk set-
tlement on Bylot Island, and gives a clear description of it.

In a small isolated valley her party was shown a series
of circular mounds. These proved to be composed of very
large stones half buried in the permafrost. Each circle was
dug out and had obviously once been roofed; they were
entered by what had been a three-foot-high tunnel; were
paved with large flat stones; and had stone benches at the
back. Around the walls were very old rotten bones of the
Greenland Right Whale. The party was greatly impressed
by the ability of the original builders to have dug so deeply
into the permafrost with only crude stone and bone im-
plements; and even more so, by their having transported
these enormous stones, which were not of local origin,
even if they had had the use of dogs and sleds. Their
Eskimo companions told them that the Toonijuk could lift
rocks that no Eskimo could handle; that their houses were
roofed with whale ribs; an(gthat two whale jaw-bones were
placed on either side of the entrance tunnel. However, this
site, as Scherman remarks, showed abundant signs of hav-
ing been occupied by Eskimos for long and frequent
periods since its original construction.

It is most significant to note that the description of
these round-houses coincides very closely. with the
Neolithic ‘‘Round-Houses’’ of the Shetlands, Orkneys,
and the Hebrides off the coast of Scotland which also were
circular, sunk about three feet, surrounded by stone walls
that rose some three feet above the ground, and had dom-
ed roofs made of a ‘‘wheel’’ of large whale ribs over which
skins, peat-sod, or other insulating material was placed.
The Eskimos still make stone igloos with ingeniously con-
structed roofs of overlapping stone slabs and which also
have tunnel entrances, but they are of nothing like the size
described; nor do the stones of which they are built in any
way approach the size of those used in the structures said
to have been built by the Toonijuk. &

But of even more interest is the description of a nearby
cairn of very large stones which had partly collapsed. The
interior of this is said to have been hollow, and in it lay a
number of large human bones. One of the party leaned in
and extracted what is said to have been a female pelvis; but
as there were no professional anthropologists in the party,
they very properly replaced this and closed up the cairn to
the best of their ability. Scherman quite rightly makes a
strong plea for this site to be visited by competent experts
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and thoroughly examined before such potentially priceless
relics finally disintegrate; and she ends by asking the perti-
nent question ‘‘Aside from the Toonijuk; if they ever ex-
isted, who else could have been here?’’ '

Her only other thought is that they could have been
Norsemen, whose sturdy build and stature, greater than
that of the Eskimo, coupled with their propensity for
feuding, might have given rise to legends that in time
became transferred from one alienraceto another; and she
ends with the extremely significant remark that there were
traditions and apparently detailed knowledge of White
Men among the Eskimos long before recorded history.
What is more, Scherman goes on to the effect that in the
year 1632, Captain Luke Foxe of the vessel Charles stated
that he visited an island upon which he found no living
people but a large number of small graves in which were
tiny human skeletons only four feet in length, surrounded
by bows, arrows, and bone lances. They were all adults,
and there is some implication that not all of them were
skeletons but might have been whole frozen bodies. His ac-
tual report goes as follows: ‘

This island doth lie in 64d. and 10m. of latitude;!
and I took this place to be the m. e. end of Sir
Thomas Buttons’ Ut ultra.2 1 could see to the north-
eastwards of this at least ten leagues, but no land at
east, or southeast, it being as cleare an evening as
could be imagined. The land to be seen was from the
north northeast to the west southward.

The news from land was that this island was a
Sepulchre, for the savages had laid their dead (I can-
not say interred), for it is all stone, as they cannot dig
therein, but lay the corpse on the stones, and wall
them about with the same, coffining them also by
laying the sides of old sleds about, which have been
artificially made. The boards are some nine or ten
feet long, four inches thick. In what manner the tree
they have been made out of was cloven or sawen, it
was so smooth that we could not discern, 'the burials
had been so old.

And, as in other places of those countries, they
bury all their utensils, as bows, arrows, strings, darts,
lances, and other implements carved in bone. The
longest corpse was not above four feet long,? with
their -heads laid to the west. It may be that they
travel, as the Tartar and the Semoaid; for, if they had
remained here, there would have been some newer
burials. There was one place walled four-square, and
seated within with earth each side was four or five
yards in length; in the middle was three stones, laid
one above another, man’s height. We took this to be
some place of ceremony at the-burial of the dead.”

Nothing further is recorded or known of this discovery;
nor has the island itself been relocated. Again, Scherman
notes that the present-day Baffinland Eskimos firmly
believe that there were, in addition to the giant Toonijuk, a

1. There is no island exactly in this latitude. Probably the observation is
somewhat out, and that one of the islands of f Cape Fullerton is the island
in question.

2. It seems, from the narrative, that Foxe must have passed near Tom
Island. As he makes no mention of having seen it, the fog-banks probably
prevented him (from doing so).

3. They seem to be people of small stature. God send me better for my
adventures than these.
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race of very small humans, or pigmies, in the Canadian
Arctic before the coming of their own people. And, once
again, we may note that hardby, in the neolithic Round-
Houses of the west European Isles, there remains a very
strong tradition and much legend about ‘‘Little People”’
(Pixies, Elves, Leprechauns, and so forth) who are said to
have inhabited the adjacent hills in early times.

We should note also that Gladwin’s theory envisions
one of the waves of humanoids that entered the New
World as being a race of pigmy stature, related to the
ancestors of the Negritos and Negrillos, whom he suggests
arrived here after the Neanderthalers but before the
Amerinds and the Eskimos. There is nothing impossible in
this, for pigmies need not have ‘‘black’’ skins or inhabit
the tropics; nor, conversely, need the skins of any who
reached the Arctic have been pale yellow. The skin-color of
animals is probably due more to percentage of oxygenation
than to temperature, quantity, or periodicity of sunlight
(see the work of Fage, Derouet, and W. D. and M. P. Bur-
banck and Edwards on albinism in cave animals).
Primitives of small stature—four to five feet—could have
been of any skin-color; and just because all known living
‘‘pigmies’’ have dark skin means nothing.

In 1953, a most curious little book entitled (perhaps
somewhat appropriately) The Strangest Story Ever Told
was privately published in New York by a Miss Virginia
Colp, in the name of her father, Harry D. Colp. In a
preface, Miss Colp explains that this, as a manuscript, was
found by her mother among the possessions of her late
father, then some years deceased. The slim volume, only
46 pages in length, presents a straightforward story, start-
ing in the year 1900 and ending in 1925. It is published
without comment.

There is no confirmatory evidence presented in the
book, and we have been unable to trace any through other
sources. Search has been instituted for the other persons
named or mentioned in the incidents recorded, but all
would now be gentlemen of very advanced age, while the
original author states categorically that he had given his
word that he would not disclose their names. (His daughter
cannot be expected to break this trust.)

The book is divided into seven chapters, each of which
gives an account of incidents that were alleged to have oc-
curred to a number of people in a somewhat limited
wilderness area east of Thomas Bay—and centered ap-
parently around the headwaters of the Patterson
River—on the coast of the Alaskan Panhandle. Thomas
Bay opens inshore from Kupreanof Island, which lies
about halfway between Juneau and Wrangell. The latter is
just south of the mouth of the Stikine River and is on the
north tip of Wrangell Island.

The story begins in 1900. Harry Colp at that time was
resident in Wrangell where he apparently worked for a
small sawmill. He had three partners in prospecting enter-
prises. These he names ‘‘Charlie,”” ‘‘John,’’ and ‘‘Fred,”
for purposes of identification. It appears that the first-
named had learned from an old Amerind that free-gold
quartz in quantity was exposed on a scree in the area nam-
ed, and the other three partners staked him to a trip by
boat to investigate. He left in early May and returned a
month later entirely dispossessed but for his canoe, a pad-
dle, and the clothes he wore. He brought a piece of quartz,
shot through with gold flecks. He refused to discuss his

(Continued on page 48)
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- Higher Dimensions and The Barrier

by Daliiel Eden

(Continued from Pursuit No. 60, Fourth Quarter 1982)

Part Il
Barrier Physics Notes

N Part I, I described the concept of a ‘‘barrier’’ that

locks our world into a three-dimensional hyperplane of
a higher space. Five categories of data were presented
which seemed to provide possible evidence for both a
higher space (R4) and at least one fixed hyperplane (S3)
within this space.

In these notes, I will endeavor to further develop the
physical notion of the barrier. Also, I intend to point out
some of the unique and bizarre predictions that the model
makes.

To begin, I should say that the barrier force Fy, is a real
physical force that can impart a kinetic energy
T = Y2mv2 and a potential energy U(r) to any object that
has mass. Under normal circumstances, we exist in a state
of stable equilibrium with respect to the barrier, that is,
T = U(r) = 0. However, any force that has a fourth
dimensional component, F = F(x,y,z,q), can disturb our
equilibrium to give us a non-zero T and U(r).

The underlying framework of the model will be con-
structed from two basic notions which I will call the
FUNDAMENTAL POSTULATES. They go as follows:

I. The barrier force Fp is an attractive force that acts
perpendicular to the S3 hyperplane. It is directed toward
the hyperplane along the fourth spatial dimension q.
II. Regions of R4 space immediately surrounding the S;
hyperplane have an intrinsic friction that dampens motion
along the positive and negative directions of the g-axis.
With these two fundamental postulates, a rational
model of higher space can be developed that has testable
implications.
The first prediction of the model is concerned with the
concept of a central force. A central force acts between
two particles with the following characteristics:

i. The magnitude of the force depends only on the distance
between the two particles.

ii. The force acts along the line joining the two particles.

The barrier model makes the following prediction con-
cerning such central forces:

A central force within our hyperplane will not act as an un-
constrained central force in higher space.

Why should this be? Fy, is fixed in the direction that it
can act (Postulate I). Because it is fixed along the q axis, it
cannot always act along the line that connects two par-
ticles. Therefore, any force that is central in S; will be
found to have a new non-central component (Fp) in Rgy.
This directly violates the second characteristic of a central
force. The conclusion is that there are no unconstrained
central forces in R4 whose origins are within the hyper-
plane.

Why is this result so important? The two major central
forces in our world are the electrostatic force and the
gravitational force. It has been shown that if these two
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forces were allowed to act as unconstrained central forces
in Ry, then planetary orbits and atomic orbits could not be
stable (Am. J. Physics, 37, p. 1222).

This has always been a powerful objection to the con-
cept of higher space-like dimensions. However, now we
can surmise that because the barrier places a physical con-
straint on central forces, it thereby contributes to the
stability of their orbital paths. To my knowledge, this is
the first physical model ever proposed that can even begin
to address the problems of orbital stability in ‘a space of
more than three dimensions.

Now we move on, to another area where the model can
make interesting predictions. This concerns the motions of
small displacements from equilibrium.

I am not prepared to advance the general formula for
the potential energy U(r) of the barrier. However, if we
limit our discussions to very small displacements from
equilibrium, we can use the following equation for an ap-
proximation of the motions to be expected: U(r) = Y2kq2.
From this potential energy, the following equation for the
barrier force can be derived:

Fp= - kq.

This is the equation of a restoring force. The negative sign
indicates that the force is attractive and it is always
directed toward the origin (the hyperplane). The term k is a
constant and q is simply the distance moved into the fourth
dimension. The term q can be either positive or negative
with + q being one direction and — q being the other direc-
tion along the q axis.

Oscillation and Damping

Now suppose a small R4 bumps an object from our
world into the + q direction of the fourth dimension. The
barrier force will act to push it back. However, the inertia
of the object will cause it to overshoot the origin and so it
will become extended into the —q direction. The barrier
again will push it back. In the absence of friction, the mass
will continue to oscillate forever in a state of simple har-
monic motion. The frequency of this motion is given by

R ¥ A
=

However, there is good reason to believe that some
kind of natural friction is present in the real world. One in-
dication of this is that poltergeist apports tend to be warm,
or even hot, immediately after appearing in a room. In
frictional damping, the kinetic energy of motion is usually
converted into heat.

That nature should provide some form of damping is
an important aspect of this particular model. At the very
least, we can surmise that a small damping force has been
acting over billions of years to form the stable equilibrium
of planets and stars that we can see in our hyperplane.
Without some intrinsic damping in R4, it seems that the
astronomical world would be more chaotic than it appears.

Assuming that some such natural friction is involved
(invoking Postulate II), then simple harmonic motion is no
longer in operation. When the frictional forces are small,
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the motion becomes ‘‘underdamped’’ harmonic motion.
Graphed over time, it looks like Figure 1.

The amplitude of the vibration (the dotted lines) falls
off as an exponential, q = Ae— bt where A and b are con-
stants. The frequency of the oscillation will tend to be
somewhat slower than the value calculated for undamped-
motion.

In cases where the friction is greater, the motion is
either ‘‘overdamped’’ or even ‘‘critically damped.’’ Here
the oscillatory motion is completely overwhelmed by fric-
tion. In these cases the object would return to our world
with no apparent vibration. Critically damped (a) and
overdamped (b) motions take the form shown in Figure 2,
graphed over time.
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Figure 2
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Most reported cases of teleportation would seem to in-
volve re-entry motion of these types. Apports of this type
would simply not oscillate after they have re-entered our
world. Also, they would not tend to penetrate into space
on the other side (— q) of the hyperplane.

However, there are also some very interesting cases re-
ported wherein underdamped oscillations would seem to
be in operation. In his book Mind Over Space,* Nandor
Fodor reported some cases of teleportation that have the
basic characteristics of underdamped motion.

One such case involved an anonymous Dr. Z, a friend
of occultist Dr. Franz Hartmann. After being teleported,

Dr. Z appeared in a strange condition: his body did not
seem to be entirely solid; it appeared to have a translucent
form which gradually re-solidified until the man was seen
to be completely normal again.

This translucency effect may be interpreted as a result
of the man’s body vibrating in and out of our world until
damping forces restore a state of rest. There is no actual
change in the man’s solidity, because the translucency ef-
fect is an illusion of motion. It is like rapidly waving your
hand back and forth and observing the resultant illusion of
loss of solidity.

Dr. Z’s oscillations were probably on the order of
several cycles per second. This would seem to be near the
minimum rate necessary to produce the visual effects
reported. Given half a chance, modern laboratory equip-
ment could easily determine the exact rate of such oscilla-
tion. A high-precision, variable-speed stroboscope could
do the job. A more elegant method would be to monitor a
beam of low-intensity laser light as it passed through the
region of oscillation. Perhaps we will be able to utilize such
techniques to monitor barrier oscillation in the future.

Another case of translucency involved the famous
Egyptologist Sir Ernest Wallis Budge. Fodor reports that
Budge met two men, ‘‘an African and an Indian,’’ who
could fade out slowly, as did the Cheshire Cat in Lewis
Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland. Eventually, they also
would slowly fade back into our world.

Another Fodor report of phenomenal translucency
dates back to 1898 or so, when a French-Canadian named
Jean Durant received considerable publicity for his alleged
ability to fade out at one location and fade in at another
location. Three medical men were recruited to study
Durant’s interesting talent; their investigation ended soon

after it began because the subject faded out but neglected
to fade in. He is still missing, some 85 years later.

In my opinion, this translucency effect is the most
bizarre prediction of the barrier model. To think that a
man might oscillate in and out of our world at several

*Citadel Press, New York, 1962.
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cycles per second is grotesque. However, as Hereward
Carrington might have been tempted to say, the universe
will astound us with new delights here, and old terrors
there, even as it primes us for the local asylum.

Another possible effect associated with barrier oscilla-
tion involves temporary weight loss. Some Russian scien-
tists have been toying with the notion that limited portions
of the human body may become extended into R4. Further-
more, they postulate that any such ‘‘displaced mass’’ will
be hidden from the Earth’s gravitation.

In 1977 a Russian immigrant to the West, Dr. August
Stern, claimed that cases of alleged levitation, and *‘partial
levitation’’ (i.e., partial weight reduction), actually did in-
volve such mass displacements into higher space.

I must admit that I do not altogether understand the
reasoning behind the idea that mass in R4 is unaffected by
gravity. However, if we temporarily assume that this is
true, then we can determine what are the implications for
barrier oscillation.

For instance, suppose that in the previously mentioned
translucency case of Dr. Z, a point is reached wherein 99 %
of his body mass is being repeatedly displaced into R4. This
means that he will have an apparent gravitational mass (m)
which is far less than his original mass (mg). Being extend-
ed into Ry, this bulk of his mass is simply hidden from
gravitation. His apparent weight (F = mg) will only be 1%
of his original weight (Fy = mg g). Strangely enough, the
witnesses to Dr. Z’s translucency actually claimed that he
had become as light as a feather. (This case seems to sup-
port the Russian hypothesis that mass can be hidden from
gravity.)

As the amplitude of Dr. Z’s oscillations decreases ex-
ponentially, his apparent mass would approach his original
mass, m — mg, in magnitude. The apparent mass will
be equal to the original mass when the oscillations are
finally damped to a halt.

This suggests an easy method to determine if an object
is experiencing small, underdamped oscillations. If you
continuously weigh an apport immediately after its alleged
teleportation, it should show a gradual increase in weight
until the original weight has been reached. As the final ap-
proach of m to my is very slow, a sensitive weight scale
might be able to detect the change in mass, even after a
considerable time has elapsed from the moment of telepor-
tation, assuming of course that the motion has not been
subject to overdamping or critical damping.

I suggest that the universe has room for all three modes
of frictional damping. Our problem is to determine the cir-
cumstances under which each mode will occur. Data such
as the thermal profile of fresh apports, the observed fre-
quency of oscillations, and plots of any mass changes in
time should serve to give us a fairly accurate measure of
the frictional forces involved as well as the strength of the
barrier itself.

Although I have pointed out the kinds of vibratory mo-
tion that can be expected, let me reiterate that I have used
only a rough approximation of the true barrier force. The
equations only apply to relatively small disturbances from
equilibrium. In cases where the disturbing forces are great,

The E.T. Law

by George And;ews

R. Brian T. Clifford, who works for the Pentagon,
recently broke the news that contact between
residents of the United States and extraterrestrials or their
vehicles is strictly illegal, and that according to a law
already on the books, anyone guilty of such contact
automatically becomes a wanted crimiral to be fined
$5,000 and jailed for one year. According to Dr. Clifford,
whose commandng officers have been assuring the public
for the last 35 years that UFOs are nothing more than
hoaxes and delusions to be dismissed with a condescending
smile: ‘“This is really no joke. It’s a very serious matter.”’
There are two points I wish to make:

e 1211.101 Applicability. ‘““The provisions of this part
apply to all NASA manned and unmanned space
missions..."’

I could dismiss this whole controversy as a tempest in a
teapot if the above passage contained the word “‘only”’ so
as to read: ‘‘The provisions of this part apply only to all
NASA manned and unmanned space missions...”’. How-
ever, it does not contain that one little word which would
have made all the difference. If the government was sud-
denly faced with the accomplished fact of an undeniable
overt ET visitation, in the absence of any other legislation,
this regulation could therefore be construed as being ap-
plicable to all space missions, NASA or non-NASA,
whether of terrestrial or. extra-terrestrial origin. As it
stands, this law is applicable to UFO contact. The meaning
would have to be stretched, but the loophole does exist.

® 1211.102 Definitions. (b) (2): ‘“Touched directly or
been in close proximity to (or been exposed directly to)..."’

Even without including ‘‘indirect exposure,’”’ anyone
involved in a UFO close encounter would become eligible
for indefinite quarantine under armed guard according to
the above. By including indirect exposure, the NASA ad-
ministrator is empowered to make the definition mean just
about anything he wants it to. An example of indirect ex-
posure is given, but an example is not a definition. Unless
indirect exposure is defined precisely, it can mean almost
anything. The possibility is not specifically ruled out that
other types of indirect exposure than the example given

a new form of the barrier potential U(r) must be proposed
which takes into account changes in Fy, with distance. For

instance, does Fy, vary as l—z , or maybe even as l} ?7In
r I

the future, a more fully developed model should take this
into account.

To conclude these notes, the barrier model seems to
correlate soMe widely diverse data ranging from the five
categories mentioned in Part I to the potential stability of
planetary orbits in space. It is my general contention that
the barrier concept can provide us with accurate and test-
able insights into the nature of higher space. M

Daniel Eden will follow his scaling of The Barrier with an article on ‘‘Short Range Teleportation Physics’’ in the next issue.
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British Bases at

Power Points?
by Dr. Arlan Keith Andrews, Sr.

HAT strange fascination causes

Man to gather and to build at
certain holy places around the world?
Wars have been fought over many of
these so-called ‘‘power points’’ or
holy places—locations that seem quite
worthless to modern civilization.
Jerusalem, for example, has been such
a holy place since the beginning of
history, and yet remains a contested
area in the continuing Arab-Israel

conflicts. But, aside from pride and -

historical significance, it seems to
have no other value that makes it
worth the blood of generations.

One possible explanation lies in
the concept of prehistoric ‘‘power
points,”’ scouted out and settled by
ancient sensitives. In his book, The
View Over Atlantis, author John
Michell reported that many such sites
were purposely fortified to take ad-
vantage of certain natural energy
flows that are unknown today. These
power points still remain settled in
Great Britain, along straight lines

Following his investigative travels to
British ‘‘power points,”’ Dr. Andrews
returned to his home in Indiana to
continue work on a ‘‘book/comic, by
my son Kris (16), me, and another col-
laborator, entitled The Timelost.
Should be out in June.”’

called ‘‘leys’’ by their modern redis-
coverer, Alfred Watkins.*

While on a pleasure trip to esoteric
sites in England and Scotland it occur-
red to me that perhaps Modern Man is
making better use of the ancient
‘‘power points’’ than he might realize.
One afternoon and night I visited the
Findhorn spiritualist commune at
Moray Firth, located near Inverness,
Scotland, on the shores of the North
Sea. Findhorn’s settl®ment was di-
rected by a trance entity purporting to
be aboard a UFO. The community has
flourished during the past ten years
and is world-renowned for its power-
ful psychic vibrations and its gardens

~of tropical plants in such a cold

climate. Immediately I was struck by
the fact that this ‘‘power point’’ is ad-
jacent to the Kinloss Royal Air Force
Base. I thought that the strategic
worth of that northern location prob-
ably determined the siting of the base.

*Alfred Watkins, a British merchant, had a
vision in the early 1920s while riding through
the English countryside near Hereford. He
seemed to see an ancient network of straight
lines connecting the various mounds, megalithic
sites and old churches. When he plotted all of
the sites—including crossroads, moats and
wells—he found many alignments. His theory
of alignments is explained in his book The Old
Straight Track (recent edition: Ballantine
Books, 1973).

Not far away lay the mysterious
shores of Loch Ness, with its not-
then-discovered megalithic stone
circles lying in the eternal darkness of
the murky waters. And, of course, liv-
ing in those waters is perhaps one of
the strangest creatures on our planet.
One of the most significant of the
straight-line ‘‘ley’’ tracks is the align-
ment that includes the Salisbury
cathedral, the ancient Stone-Age fort
called Old Sarum, and the most un-
forgettable megalithic structure,
Stonehenge. Long held in reverence or
fear by the late-coming Saxons and
Normans, Stonehenge has been a holy
site in legend for thousands of years.
Indeed, the recent improvements in
carbon-14 dating technique indicate
that these burdened stones are older
even than the Great Pyramid of
Egypt! The latest theories by scientists
explain the concentric circles of giant
standing stones as a bank of in-
credibly sophisticated astronomical
computers—hardly the work of naked
savages. The modern-age tourist
might notice, as I did, that there is
very heavy British army helicopter ac-
tivity in the ‘‘ley”’ area around
Salisbury, Old Sarum and Stone-
henge. It would be interesting to know
the exact location of that base!
Warminster, England, is a world-
famous UFO center. Its most noted
author, Arthur Shuttlewood, said in
his 1967 book, The Warminster
Mystery, that the nearby knolls called
Cradle Hill and Star Hill are thought
to be very strong ‘‘power points,’’

(Continued on page 40)

might be considered valid grounds to ‘‘quarantine’’ a per-
son or group of persons.

This legislation was put through Congress without hav-
ing been mentioned to the taxpaying citizens Congress is
supposed to represent. Thus from one day to the next we
learn that, without having informed the public, the Con-
gress of the United States has created a whole new criminal
class: UFO contactees. The lame excuse offered for this
bitter pill is that extra-terrestrials might have a virus that
could wipe out the human race. This is certainly one of the
many possibilities inherent in such contact, but just as cer-
tainly not the only one, and in itself not a valid reason to
make all contact illegal or to declare contactees criminals
to be fined'and jailed immediately. The primary effect of
such a law would not be to prevent contact (which is often
involuntary), it would be to silence witnesses. If enforced,
the law would prevent publication of contactee reports ex-
cept under cover of anonymity, and unleash a modern In-
quisition in the Land of the Free. However, it is unen-
forceable, so obviously absurd and unfair that the public
will refuse to accept it. :
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The law is a joke. The citizens of the United States will
greet it with a resounding Bronx cheer, laugh it out of
court, and oblige Congress to repeal it. Those in the unen-
viable position of trying to enforce it will find themselves
like people with sieves trying to stop the ocean tide. If there
had never before in human history been contact with extra-
terrestrials, extreme precautions might be advisable, but
contact cases in recent years number in the thousands and
tens of thousands. Are all these normally law-abiding
citizens to be declared criminals from one minute to the
next, fined, and automatically jailed for one year? What
other laws has Congress passed surreptitiously without in-
forming the public?

What other surprises have our trusted representatives
prepared for us? No matter what they may be, one thing is
for sure: contact between humans and extra-terrestrials has
been occurring at periodic intervals ever since the
Sumerians built the ziggurats, and will continue to occur
whether the Pentagon likes it or not.

Nza
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Photographs by the author

IRE-WALKING has been per-

formed in modern times in
Greece, Bulgaria, Spain, Haiti,
Polynesia, Australia, Africa, China,
Japan, Ceylon, India, and (by Indian
immigrants) in Mauritius, Trinidad,
and Natal. Ritual fire-handling is also
practiced in numerous localities (for
example, by various independent
holiness groups such as the ‘‘Free
Pentecostals’” in Southern Appala-
chia: Kane, 1982).

On March 13, 1983, I participated in
the fire-walking ritual (Hiwatari) at
Mt. Takao, Japan. This ritual is con-
ducted yearly by the Yakuo-in temple
at Mt. Takao. Its function is to train
Yamabushi, or mountain priests, who
belong to the Shingon sect of Bud-
dhism. The day on which I attended
their ritual the weather was cool (ap-
proximately 50° F.) and rain was
drizzling.

The ceremony began at 1:30 p.m.
with a dramatic prologue. Officiating
monks brandished swords in ceremon-
ial fashion, shot sacred arrows into
the air, and led the fifty or so par-
ticipating monks in the chanting of
Buddhist sutras. At 2 p.m. a huge
pyre of wood, about eight meters
long, was set afire. Special ‘‘nedegi’’
(ceremonial wooden boards) were
later added to the blaze in accordance
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Fire-Walking on Mt. Takao

by James McClenon, Ph.D.k

with the belief that human ailments
when transferred to the boards would
be destroyed in the flames.

After raking out the coals and
throwing ceremonial salt on them, the
officiants led the Yamabushi, all bare-
foot, across the glowing bed. The time
was 3:11 p.m. Joining the lay people
who were welcomed to follow, I took
off my shoes and socks and stood
among the crowd waiting to brave the
embers. It appeared to me that the
people who had walked before had
trampled out two pathways along
which the glow was diminishing as
embers turned to ash. ‘“This looks
fairly easy,’’ I thought to myself.

My state of mind was similar to that
of a person about to make his first
parachute jump from an airplane. The
continuous chanting of the priests
contributed to the feeling of excite-
ment. This state of mind is impOrtant
to an understanding of the ‘‘altered-
consciousness’’ explanation often and
typically given for the ability of the
fire-walker to perform his act with
befitting panache and no sense of risk.

As the time approached for me to
cross the coals (two people were in
front of me) a priest raked the fiery
bed to smooth our passage; another
priest threw ceremonial salt in a pat-
tern that vaguely established new

‘‘walking lanes.”’ I was standing next
behind a very ancient woman who
walked very slowly. 1 followed her
across the coals and made no attempt
to overtake her, though I believe I
would have walked much more rapid-
ly if I had been given the chance.

My feet were red and numb from
the cool air and drizzling rain. As I
crossed the embers 1 felt nothing.
After completing the fire-walk (3:19
p.m.) I inspected my feet. They were
unblistered. One of the priests pro-
nounced a special blessing upon all
those who had participated in the
ceremony. (I counted about 100 lay
persons and blamed the rain for
preventing a larger attendance.)

1 heard of no one getting burnt.
Among the reasons advanced for the
non-blistering of human feet during
fire-walking, theories having to do
with the Leidenfrost effect and others
involving the psychic state of the par-
ticipants are the most prevalent.

Coe (1958) and Walker (1977) sug-
gest that a thin layer of watér-vapor
forms under the soles of the feet of the
fire-walker, protecting his or her feet
from blistering. This theory is derived
from the Leidenfrost effect, observ-
able in any kitchen: When you drop
water on a flat surface, such as a fry-
pan, and it is sufficiently hot, the
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liquid rolls around on the surface in
droplets that seem to dance on the
thin layer of vapor beneath; but if the
surface is not hot enough, the water
immediately vaporizes. The theory
holds that a water-vapor barrier pro-
tects the fire-walker’s feet.

Coe (1978), who has himself engag-
ed in many fire-walking and fire-
handling demonstrations, has mod-
ified his previous pronouncements re-
garding the Leidenfrost-effect theory.
He now believes that trance states of
mind can aid in conferring immunity
to burns and - professes to having
received this immunity in his own
altered states of consciousness. Kane
(1982) supports belief in the necessity
of the trance state and cites his obser-
vation of various Pentecostal holiness
groups in their practice of ceremonial
fire-handling.

During the 1930s Harry Price, a
psychical researcher, organized a
series of fire-walking tests (Darling
1935; Anonymous, 1935 1937 1938;
Price 1937). The tests indicated that
fire-walking is not a trick, and that it
can be performed in a normal manner
with chemically untreated feet.
Moisture on the soles was seen as a
disadvantage since it may cause hot
coals to adhere to the skin and raise
blisters.

James McClenon is a member of the
faculty of the University of
Maryland’s University College (Asian
Division). Presently stationed in
Japan, he has been teaching sociology
classes in the Tokyo area.

First Quarter 1983

Price rejected the Leidenfrost effect
as an explanation for the non-
blistering. He reasoned that the low
thermal conductivity of burning wood
embers and the short time of contact
between the foot and ember surfaces
made fire-walking more of an athletic
exercise than a physical or psychic
phenomenon. He believed that con-
fidence and steadiness in walking were
important and that immunity was
somewhat limited. Demonstration
tests showed that participants could
walk over the coals a distance of 12
feet in 4 or less steps and maintain a

T he first Yamabushi walk

b

. Raking out the coals

total time of contact with the ember
surfaces of less than 2.2 seconds
without getting burned. The exper-
iments were performed with untrained
Englishmen as subjects, and no alter-
ation of state of consciousness was
perceived and none appeared to be
needed.

However, the fire-walking report-
ed by Coe (1978), Kane (1982),
Freeman (1974), Hansen (1982) and
others seem greatly to exceed the Price
experiments in terms of duration and
temperature. For example, Coe (1978)
described taking 60 continuous steps
across a pit in which the temperature
had reached 1200° F., and Freeman
reported a fire-walk over a 20-yard
distance in India.

My personal experience contributes
only slightly to the body of knowledge
about fire-walking that has accum-
ulated over the past half century. At
Mt. Takao I observed that the coal-
bed temperature did not appear par-
ticularly hot, probably because of the
drizzling rain and the thinness of the
bed. In only 1 hour and 2 minutes the
modest pile of small logs, many no
larger than branches, burned down
sufficiently to be raked into a bed of
coals. Although there was no oppor-
tunity to measure the temperature, it
seemed likely that this bed of coals
was much cooler than those described
in typical fire-walking tests elsewhere,
as in Price’s tests, for example, where
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temperatures ranged from 430° to
800° Celsius. (The Leidenfrost effect,
when demonstrated under controlled
conditions with a metal plate, requires
a surface temperature of between 200°
and 250° C. before the plate is suffi-
ciently hot for the effect to occur.)

The author’s walk

In the Mt. Takao ceremony the coal
bed temperature must have lessened as
walkers tramped out the embers and
rain helped to extinguish the fire. The
Yamabushi walkers who were first to
‘‘complete the course’’ performed
under more stringent conditions than
those who, like myself, were position-
ed to walk later. Although ‘‘new”’
embers were from time to time raked
into the trampled paths of black ash,
the overall temperature certainly
declined steadily, and the lay people
who were the last to walk encountered
the least risk of being burned. At
some Point during the afternoon, the

surface temperature probably fell.

even below the 200° to 250° C. re-
quirement for the Leidenfrost effect.

I am uncertain as to the exact pro- .

cess associated- with the fire-walking
phenomenon. At one time, I accepted
the Leidenfrost effect as a likely ex-
planation of the non-blistering of the
walkers’ feet. Now I am not so sure. It
still seems possible that a combination
of processes may function at different
temperature levels to inhibit blister-
ing. But no theory satisfactorily ex-
plains (in a scientific manner) the
numerous cases where some fire-
walkers have been burned and others
have remained unscathed under iden-
tical conditions. (For exemplary cases,
see Kane 1982, Darling 1935, Freeman
1974, and Feigen 1969).
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Energy Forges the Armor

by Harriet A. Boswell

these days of exciting develop-
ments in many areas of research, it
is no longer necessary for a
‘‘scientist’” to fear ridicule or
ostracism by his peers if he ventures
into examining the fascinating chal-
lenges of the paranormal. The closing
decades of the twentieth century have
brought what was once labeled
‘‘superstition’’ or ‘‘pious delusion’’
out of the mire of bigotry and
materialistic prejudice.
The drive of the need to know has
tempered the bitterness which has

At the Mt. Takao ceremony I did
not observe or hear of anyone who
burned his or her feet. It is my belief
that the relatively low temperature
and the trampling out of ‘‘walking
lanes’’ by experienced Yamabushi
should receive full credit for the ad-
mirable safety record compiled during
the afternoon of March 13, 1983.
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long existed between science and
religion. We now are in times of hap-
py prospect that the extremists in both
areas are convncing each other that
condemnation without investigation is
truly one of man’s greatest hindrances
to progress.

Semantic stumbling blocks are be-
ing swept aside in the rushing tide of
searching and researching. Ancient
wisdoms repeatedly refer to man’s
““light,”” not always with that par-
ticular term, but the principle to
which it refers is increasingly clear.
Except for those extremists previously
mentioned, the religionist’s word
‘‘aura’’ now is considered to be vir-
tually synonymous with the scientist’s
term ‘‘energy field’’ asitis applied to
the force field around objects, par-
ticularly animate ones.

Awareness of the presence of this
energy field has been kept alive for
centuries by religious philosophies in
spite of rejection by materialists.
Probing into the mysteries of natural
law by those of scientific bent no
longer draws furious charges of
‘“‘sacrilege’” except from fanatical
religious zealots.

The acknowledgment of the aura as
a reality and understanding of its'
nature and function are long overdue.
No living being is without one, and-all
forms of matter radiate some form of
energy; but man’s ability to think
makes his particular emanation of
energy important in its influence on
others and of benefit or detriment to
himself.

Art forms have depicted this mani-
festation by means of lines radiating
from the simple stick forms in prim-
itive cave drawings to the later prac-
tice of painting halos around the
heads of figures to represent highly
evolved individuals. Even the crowns
of royal authority were an early sym-
bolism of such development since
rulers were considered to embody the
spiritual, moral and physical ‘ideals
man is meant to express. Though most
frequently portrayed about the head,
this energy field radiates from the en-
tire body. -

Ancient records and religious tradi-
tions have shown that the aura has
many functions. Not the least of these
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references is in the New Testament of
the Christian Bible. Ephesians 6:11-17
sets forth a description by St. Paul of
the protective role played by the aura
as the ‘‘whole armor of God.”” The
principle here expressed in religious
phraseology can be explained in more
scientific terms today.

As more research is done into the
nature of thought, it becomes increas-
ingly clear that a thought based upon
conviction generates more energy than
one which is neutral or lukewarm.
Thought-energy is an important fac-
tor in the construction and mainten-
ance of the auric field of all sensory
forms of matter. Although what we
call lower animal forms and plants
have fascinating energy fields, the role
of the human aura is both pervasive
and influential.

For centuries it has been claimed
that only very ‘‘gifted’’ people could
actually see the aura. This idea was
nurtured, possibly, by the upper
hierarchies of the priesthoods of vir-
tually every culture known to man; it
set the spiritual leadership apart from
the legions of followers! Nowadays
most anyone who is willing to take the
time and put forth the effort can re-
activate this natural ability which
functions so well in childhood but
diminishes in most of us with the
passage of time.

The charge of .‘‘imagination,’’
“hallucination’’ or ‘‘after-vision’’ no
longer presents a challenge to proof of
the existence of the auric field, thanks
largely .to the advent of the Kirlian
technique of consistently registering
the radiation on photographic paper
or film. This breakthrough has led to
experimentation with videotape and
other methods of capturing the elusive
light of the energy field, holding forth
more hope of discovering undeniable
evidence of its reality, nature and ac-
tivity. After all, even our advanced
technology cannot  photograph or
measure anyvthing which has no ex-
istence in some form or dimension.

To see the aura, one need only place
a subject in front of a non-reflective,
plain background (such as a home
movie screen) in a room dimly lit with
no shadows being cast around or by
the subject. The viewer then focuses
his eyes on a spot somewhere on the

face of the sitter, keeping his gaze
steady until he feels as if his eyes were
going out of focus. It will then appear
that a light is gradually becoming visi-
ble around the head, growing both in
size and intensity while the gaze con-
tinues.

As the practice is repeated, the field
becomes visible more quickly, and
color and movement become more ap-
parent. Time is a variable; one person
may see clearly in a matter of minutes
while another may require hours of
training. This is extended sight-
perception; one is not accustomed to
using the sense of sight to accom-
modate this frequency. In the same
way, a musician extending his sense of
hearing would be able to hear nuances
the average listener could not catch.

If the subject under observation is
capable of deep concentration, the
light can be made noticeably stronger
and more active if he will think of
something about which he has strong
feelings. Conviction in the mind of the
subject strengthens the field. .

A rather crude analogy may clarify
the manner in which thought energy
can be used to build and maintain the
protective shield to which reference
was made earlier.

An electric fan, without the current
turned on, will have an energy field
since it is made up of a certain number
of molecules vibrating at a certain fre-
quency. The moment electricity ac-
tivates the mechanism the results can
be appreciated immediately. The
energy flow is increased and directed
by the very design of the physical
structure which is the fan. This flow
becomes stronger as the energy input
is increased. When the fanis in a state
of immobility its energy field is at a
minimum, just as the human body has
its lowest level of energy output while
in a state of suspended animation.

A small ball, such as a ping-pong
ball, tossed at a fan which is not ac-
tivated, will strike the fan. Once the
energy output is increased, the flow
will deflect the ball from its target. As
the flow is strengthened by increased
power, a ball of greater size and
weight will be deflected also. The
energy field now serves as a cushion or
shield.

And so it is with the human aura.

The human body also is designed in
such a manner as to maintain a
minimal field while in a state of men-
tal or physical inertia. Once the
‘‘power’’ is turned on by the activity
of the mind, the strength or impact of
the field is increased in proportion to
the motivation behind the thought.

In a somewhat mysterious way the
nature of the thought-energy output
into the human-energy field is a deter-
mining factor in the constructive or
destructive nature of the energy itself.
Constructive or positive thought pro-
duces the healing energy from the
hand of the healer, while destructive
or negative thought produces the devi-
talizing emanation from one who is
intent upon weakening or destroying.

Regardless of the nature of the
thought—negative or positive—the in-
tensity of belief or desire is the deter-
mining factor in the strength of the
energy flow. Nature must act within
its own laws, and nature does not
question motivation.

In the instance of fire-walkers, for
example, the preparation for the
demonstration is an energy-building
mental discipline. Mishap is prevented
only when the power output for pro-
tection is sufficiently strong to create
and maintain the ‘‘cushion’’ which
prevents actual contact with the hot
coals. Belief that the coals cannot
burn forges the armor, while the
slightest doubt causes chinks of
vulnerability. No fire-walker takes his
performance casually; it is an ac-
complishment for which he has been
prepared through some kind of
consciousness-raising ritual, as a gen-
eral rule centering on the belief that
the coals will not burn him. It doesn’t
matter whether his conviction is based
upon a belief in the protection of his
deity, a strong desire to show his
manliness, or a scientific understand-
ing of the nature of the energy—as
long as he knows he will not burn, he
will not.

Could this be evidence of the
‘‘whole armor of God’’? Fear, doubt
and similar stress-emotions render us
susceptible to the intrusion of damag-
ing influences and experiences. These
kinds of thoughts produce visible
streaks and patches of absence of light

Mrs. Boswell has spent more than 40 years researching the field she describes as ‘‘the unknown and unproven which man
encounters in his quest for understanding of his own mental, physical and spiritual potentials in an effort to enrich his life.”’
The course in parapsychology she taught in the public schools of Palm Beach County, Florida, was the first of its kind to be
offered for credit in any of the nation’s public school systems.
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(energy) in the auric field. They ap-
pear to alter the structure of the field,
changing the naturé*of the whole er-
ratically, breaking its shield-like con-
struction, while the religionist’s ¢‘faith
as a grain of mustard seed’’ seems to
be the switch that locks on the im-
penetrable armor.

Difficult but not impossible to cap-
ture on video-tape or film, the chang-
ing of the energy field from weak to
strong can be captured. It is most like-
ly that the shield which the faith of the
fire-walker produces could be so
registered, showing the intensity con-
centrated around the feet. In the case
of the handling of white-hot metal,
the strength of the aura would be
greatest around the hand. Thought is
an energy-flow, and will or in-
telligence give it direction or a target.

Research of this area should hold
great appeal for those of an adven-
turous nature. The aura is gaining in-
creased recognition for the part it
plays in the ‘‘laying on of hands’’ in
holistic healing, but its value may ex-
tend far beyond that application. A
better understanding of the aura in a
preventive role may be forthcoming
through further investigations of the
fire-walking and fire-handling
phenomenon.

Do You Believe in
Precognition?
O Yes J No

Then consider the following and
re-evaluate your response:

SELF-TEST OF BELIEF
IN PRECOGNITION

1. Think back to a time shortly
before you first laid eyes on your
spouse.

2. Imagine (at that time) you and
your spouse-to-be walking down the
street in opposite directions right past
each other.

3. Discounting the factor of sex-
ual attraction per se (and of possible
otherwise-intriguing aspects of his/
her physical appearance), do you
believe you would have simply walked
right past him / her without any
strange or unusual internal response,
feeling, or reaction on your part?

If your answer is anything short of
a resounding NO!, face up to the fact
that you DO believe in precognition!

—Neil M. Lorber
Pursuit 16
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Wetzels in Wonderland 11

Was It All Just Coincidence . . . or
Was It Something They 8?

Loren Coleman's article in Pursuit, Volume 15, Number 4,
"The Strange Case of the Two Charlie Wetzels', is not only
peppered with synchronous names, it is full of eights!

1958 - First paragraph mention of Bigfoot
sightings

July 8 - Charles Wetzel's birthday

Nov. 8, 1958 - his sighting of the creature

1888 - birth year of the second Charles Wetzel

July 28, 1958 - date of his sighting

Furthermore, using the standard numerology system of assigning
digits to the letters of the alphabet:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
AYILLB C D E E_ 4~ GiassH I
J- KT QRIS M ENEN O’ B Q R
S T, 7 U W WL . Y2

KFI, the radio station to which the first Wetzel was listening,
breaks down to:
K F i

2 6 9 2PCEMOIE 9 = 117 1 07 =48

The name of Jerry Crew, mentioned in the first paragraph is:

J E R ) (T 4 (o RE OB W

1 #ES, BP9y 410 S RRNE IF3) +1 9, - Yot SO R =513 15,/ +58 =48

Jerry Crew reported ''strange incidents" near Bluff Creek:

8- u PR ke T R -ET EISK

2 SiF.- 3F 6~ 6 9L~ 5 TERERON | = s 4AR S AW L8

In numerology, numbers have characteristic qualities, and 8
represents organization. In true Fortean spirit, I must ask:
Is there some organization effort represented in the network
of events, people, dates, places (and even a radio stationl)
represented here?!

Incidentally, the author's name breaks down thus:

L A U R E N c 0 LT=EES s ME—Alt N
e ) B e RCL RS S h 3 4216 BLETER 4+ 4l 4+ 9= 53

SEEENG i (yes) - 8/ Il

There are also a lot of 1's in the story, but I won't go on
this way - other than to suggest that this whole thing may
be Bigfoot's signature:

fCXKAALL g%kEE?AAJbL
Anne FitzGerald
P.S. Pursuit is great fun!

.----------------------------------------.

< R R < R <GB <l < I e e <O <L e W SEae LS RAe SEiee WS OB
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The Pseudoscience of Antiufology

by Stanton T. Friedman
Copyright © 1981 by Stanton T. Friedman

WO examples of the pseudoscience of antiufology have
recently surfaced. Both involve the famous abduction
of Betty and Barney Hill by UFO occupants in New Hamp-
shire in 1961 and the associated star-map work done by
Marjorie Fish. Both debunkers, Carl Sagan and the Amaz-
ing Randi, are members of that fascinating group of pro-
pagandists, the Committee for the Scientific Investigation
of Claims of the Paranormal.

Dr. Carl Sagan is one of America’s best-known scien-
tists. His picture has appeared on the covers of Time and
Newsweek magazines. He has made several appearances
on the Johnny Carson show. Three of his books have
become best-sellers; for one of them, Dragons of Eden, he
was given a Pulitzer Prize. His COSMOS series for PBS-
TV is in reruns and has been shown in many countries.

Much to his credit, Dr. Sagan has occasionally spoken
out on controversial issues his academic colleagues have
disdained to discuss, including, for example, the theories
of the late Immanuel Velikovsky. From the mid-1960s on-
ward he has spoken out about UFOs. He was one of six
scientists who presented live testimony to a Congressional
symposium on UFOs sponsored by the House Committee
on Science and Astronautics in July 1968. He was a co-
organizer of an all-day session on UFOs sponsored by the
American Association for the Advancement of Science at
its meeting in Boston in December 1969; he edited the pro-
ceedings of the session which Cornell University Press
published in book form in 1972.

To raise one’s hand in criticism of a colleague so
renowned is always risky. Motives become suspect, expec-
tations are questioned, and the critic soon learns, if he
didn’t already know, that many people prefer not to hear,
listen to, or think about what the critic says or writes; they
only wish he would go away.

Such a role does not become the serious scientist; those
of us who work in the labs and librariés of current and
historical investigation can only concur with the statement
of purpose embedded in a recent ‘‘message’’ from the ex-
ecutive council of the Committee for the Scientific In-
vestigation of Claims of the Paranormal: ‘‘We want to en-
courage public awareness of the need for scientific
evidence as a basis of belief.”” But what are we to think
when one, two or several members of the committee, hav-
ing subscribed to the purpose, reject it in their actions and
continue to ‘‘discover’’ only such evidence as will fit a pet
hypothesis or personal speculation?

Admittedly Dr. Carl Sagan is a master of the written
and spoken word; his charisma on camera excites envy.
But a careful examination of what he has written and
spoken suggests that he is much more concerned with

cosmetics of style than with consideration of evidence. For
example, he has written and stated in forums such as the
Carson show that “‘there are interesting UFO sightings that
are not reliable ‘and reliable sightings that are not in-
teresting, but there are no interesting sightings that are
reliable and no reliable sightings that are interesting.’’ The
statement comes across with Dr. Sagan’s usual vigor and
aggressive confidence but without benefit of any data to
support it or any reference to such data. No wonder: the
statement is completely at odds with the facts!

The largest government-sponsored study of UFOs ever
made showed the exact opposite: the most reliable
sightings are the most interesting because they are most
likely to be unidentifiable and not able to be classified as
insufficient information. Dr. Sagan has, of course, seen
these data in Blue Book Special Report 14 but has, for
whatever reason, consistently ignored them.

In his nine-minute presentation about UFOs on the
‘““Encyclopedia Galactica’’ segment (December 14, 1980)
of the COSMOS PBS television series, Dr. Sagan made
statements that were false and left out very significant in-
formation that was true; the result was a serious misrepre-
sentation of UFOs and the Hill case and star-map work in
particular, communicated to a public which had every
right to expect the truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth from so eminent a scientist. Alas for those un-
suspecting viewers, there was, and is, a great deal of infor-
mation about the Hill encéunter and the star-map work,
all of it available at the time but ignored by Dr. Sagan then
and s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>